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FTKLD OF THH INVKMTICN 

The invention relates drape and blind aBfiemhlies iMid 
to a coapilntj for ubg in transmission mcchaniBTJis, and «lso 
to a novol forwi o£ bearing assorobly and method of 
ae^embliug such drapes and blinds using euoh bearing 
assemblies. 

Venetian blinds are well Xnown in which a so-called 
headrail or channel Bupports a horizontal shaTt. The 
horizontal shaft carries the tapes or cords on which the 
elatfi o£ the Venetian blind are supported • Rotation of the 
rod in one direction or th^ other will tilt the slats one 
way or the other, thus closing and opening the blind. 

Operation ot the control rod may be through ^ pulley 
and contimious chain, or may be by weans of a worm and 
wheel, and a wand rotating the worm, so as to thereby 

rotate the ©haft# 

The shaft on which the tapes or cords are wound, can 
only be rotated a certain distance in either direction^ and 
will then stop. l£, however, excessive torque ia applied 
to the shaft, the blind can be daroaged. 

Accordingly, it is desirable to Incorporate a torque 
limiting device so that if the continuous chain or wand ia 
rotated beyond the point at which the shaft must atop, the 
chain or wand will simply rotate, and the torque limiting 
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deviw will lJr«veDt tno rotation fteJnq trantunltted to ttte 
flfeait. various, attteieot types of olotoh deviCO« havo boen 
pxoposisu. in mobfc caaes being of coiwldeicable degrees ot 
cowplBxity requiring, f.oatly tooXing, and tI»ft"Con{nu»iiig 
nwiCwWy. in aaditioii, ftR the acsicfc. of ^©netian tollnda 
boconea fui-tncr and further ra«lne4. the space available 
fox Incorpwrotlmj such d. terqu. lijalting 4evico becQ»«s 

vuse artd wore rostrlctefl. 

in ©any c«s»9/ «here « vor» aad wbeel dllva I* tused, 
the oJilf. of tho irtveel in «&« mechanlf^ is offset with 
respect to the Axia of tii» sbaCt. Asi a iresult, it is also 
Aeceasary to incorporate torn form ol <lex.ital* coupling, to 

» 

taXa into oocoinit thc.lswd: of aLigmnent, and this torthor 
conplioates tb« tncox-poratLon of r tor<jus-liiBi.ting device. 

in Boms dra^)e.or blind aseeinblleB, it rotatable shaft 
is provided in thft hsadrall JCor xnlslna and Iwrexiii^ the 
acapes or blind slat^. In suoh aesfeisblles. It la also 
• desirable to provide a tfanspiasion or clutch mechanism for 
iiiaitin<j rotation ot »och sbaJSt beyoiid celtoin liii«iti*»9 • 
positions. 

•This Uwantioft provi<s«i« a.trnnBJslsAion jnechaniBui for 
ua« in drape c-jA blind asaemblio* of the type ini-lwdlng « 
he^drall bavin? disposed taenrein a control sh»*t on 
rotation of »mlch the poaltiona of tl» drspce or blind 
Blate May t^e adjl^iJted And 111 which th« tTranb-mSeaioti 
mechanise is operative to littlt rotaUoR Of BUCh a shrift 
wW.lB prwentiug acciOental datw^ge to the driv^ or 
transmisBion »echaaiaJns i£ a person opei:at«d the drive 
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zmni 

liin.lt Incj pox-iitionr-* 

«vi. mvanUoP pro.Wes novo! covipling tnr «S« Ir. 

nue invention aIbo provi^V^p. a «»vel £oi:» of bearing 
for B«pportln» the sUftCt in the nc*drail. 
One design ot B\ion veoetvan 

The assign cliBclOf:*>d this patent Invulvee the ubb 
cf a headraU of channel Bh«p«« construction. hKVtng two 
ed9« sun?*-. TUe tilt ro3 vras suppovt^X on tvo or 
bearing asso»bliea. Gi»ch of the bearing ass^bllee 
conaiBtod of .>«iv«raliy U-cbaped rectangular metal 
««poncnt- .hicb could b. «nap fitt.a i« thcheadraU ««a 
Bocnred in pcitlon by triotJ.onal engD<,c«nt with «dga 

X„ thi- d*«lgn, l,owav«, it w,3 n^Qceeary to provide 
additinnM rod retention components also of a generally 
i^«rted IT-shapBd .he*t metisl co„Btructi«W ^Hioh could be 
f ittod into the h»adrail after tbe ii«ert^on of the 

_ . _^ _anB.«**Haa and then retai-nin^ tba 
tilt rod in the Uoaxin^f wsaeaitoljea, una 4"»«> 

tilt tod in position in ttie bearing assemblies- 

«.ue ot tn*-. bearing assc^li^ con«i£.t«d o* two 

separate ccmponOTXte. Bach of the co»pon.nts .liad to be snap 
fitt<«l int^-<ie blind headrail at eep«ate tin,es, redUlring 
two diatinct opernUons /or the cc^pl.tlon of: eacb be«a->n^ 

in addition, since the components lll.«Bl^ated in that 
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l,atenV. were «or».ed Bhoot thoir coii^lwctioo «as 

r«iativ«ly exiwiBive. As a ciault tbht dMicjn, whiXe 
having jn«t «AtR conaKlerablo commutcial swces* in the 
pA«-t, i:< n«v«rChele«i relatively expensive in t«nw of tb« 
actual coTopon«ntB tUemfieivos and S» also i-alatlvely coBtlf 
In teriM of the »«pho«rtf requirod for aoBombJy. 

in Kflfiition to tboae fo*ture& of tJiiC carll*r do«t«n, 
tho tilt rod itaelt vas r©taU»a aC oub eifid in a tilt 
control «rJ,ve m..,ebanisM, of A typa which if. gi^rally well 
known i« arc, altaough diUeretit dosi.jHB arc pro^rtdca 
by 4iceerent manufaeturcra. 

no«ev^r, in orae:c to vetain thi, Cilb rrx3 in position 
in eng«^««ent xAth tl,« <iriv« aasonibly, It was i.eoessary iii 
tnis eajrlloT aoslfin to pxovid* a fw» of atop Jii«cbaiilfi<» 
Bngacfincf tJijs tree eiKl of the tUt rod lojuote from tho gear 
driv«, to x^t=ir. ttwa one end ot tho tilt red in -pgngement 
with the tut drive. Thie »o*nt tUftt yet wwthor co»popen6 
agaJjR formed of sheet mstal, had to ba designed and 
roaiMfacttired and eiipplied afid than ftsaejnbled in oider to 

■ 

20 provide a co«5>lote function HtLod. 

ft furtJiar dceign of tilt rod beiwing Cor Venetian 
Winds iB iliuatrnted in TJ.3. Letters Tatent Ko. 4,333,510. 
in that torn Of toBATirg, the bearing assembly consisted of 
a one piocp- integral moulded etruotore. The eti-urtura 
incocporatftd t«> tj-BhaiKHl benrlogs tor tho tilt rod. one 
of Che 0-<3hRved atmcturea iiKsorpocation &bwtii«nte to 

retain the tilt rod in posititm. 

in that for.m of structure, tho bearing assembly had 
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Xriver K-.o, pveX-Socis iidApted t« extend tbrou^ the lower 
central W^Jb of «»0 bea^ralJ, ao* bad t<>ot& fonoatiojis 
er^jaging ftlthet -^We of an cponing In tlse lov/«r web portion 

oC the heairtrall. 

in th*l' form of b«avio«. openin^a were vrovid^a in 
the I0«er potf-ton of «.« b«iriW9 strooture for piw««ge ot 
the Cilt elonwnta «nd the. dusp^naion al«aonte but yAthout 
«ie proviolon of any antifriction iK^^rins. M n roftolt, 
ejrt<»)»i.vB wouia c«iBO WAsr on tW plw«tle nrouwi the 

A atill turthur Cor., of blind aaaei-ftly is llluatirated 
7, j>»o entitled CORD irfJCK tRinc roa df'^i'E «^i»t> • 

hcn»'4veK, no uetails o< Uie bearing asBealily ar« 

lilustxated in that pateijt. 

It iB, feherBfor«x, apparent tlifet it if. daslrabla to 
proviso Buoh a venrtlan blln* a«!OHbly in which the tilt, 
rod is supported in bearings of ictegL-al otie ploce moali^a 
20 comstruction. whicK bcerincrs feotb spppnrt the tilt rod »M 
also retain- it l« tbo ft«adrctil, and in which the baarangs 
av« eeoujely bold relative "to the hoadrail against 
movement, and in which tho tearing aesoMbliea incorporate 
Aj^tlfriotlon meomt tor paeftage of the f lexiblo. tilt 
«l<nnents and flexible support element. 

Other objects of the. invention will beco<aa apparont 
a» the dOBcriptlon heroin procac4s. 
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Bj.'oaaiy. the ^r«»«ni* tnvwtion providcfl a drajpo or 

dtHpes ar blinO slnte euBpOUdaO thfircfrom and having 
disposed thorain «h..ft on rotation of which tne positions 
of tno axap^s ;or blind slatb »aY "^^^ 
nrDHsmlaaioci w.cHalil9« on«pri»»" * *iapt64 to be 

alapoB»<t to 90CU a hWdxalX, a arive menber jrotatftbly 
c«PportM i« W»« hoiaing Tor rotation about « first a^iis. 
10 inipport -Reatis on the ho«3iT^? whereby It may be 

„on-rotat«hly Olsposo^l in ttw l«..a<t»;ail vlth the *i)d.a of 
^jttc* larlve moniber alignea «$th tft* a:£l^^ of the Bhaft withiii 
tae heaarail, a conplln, co«pl«i to the drivo r^^-v and 
aaat>«ed to he coupled- to th» ehafb for transmitting 
^rotational iw>v«n.r..nt of the drive inember to each BbaJTt, a 
atop w*»b»r. and «n abuknewt »(»»ber adapted to ci^gng* the 
stop maink.er on catttbl.00 oi the couplia? to a preaetBrmlDefl 
rotatlotial position th«*by tiiwi to pvevant furt)ier 
w rotation d± that eonpling, th* transjaiBaion mBChanisa 

20 including a rccaas havincf ioternal first aurfaces, and 

• realliont arm means extsndlns into aftld xecaoa and Wing 
• • . »«cond swfaoes crnnpiementary to the first surfaoee. and 
adapted normally to entfacje those first aur^aoss ti> transmit 
rotational wovesept thcrataetween and whereby, npon rotation " 
of tbo shaft to such prcdetexttinafl rotational p.»ition and 
«r,gag«<.*iit Of the Stop mOMlber with the abntaent member, and 
i£ e«»s!.ivD torqu« la thereafter applied to said xesUient 
Mm «<«ana osi oonclnued rotation of the drive mealjer, to 
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naid atn, .^oo to £icx tuar..W In tur. p,r^t one 
of 8«Jd flrr.t o«J «ecoBa eurlve «mrfa«.a to onottauc to 
rot«t*> pa«t fcU* oUi« of first and CBBo,«i drive 

recess cap be-providi^a 3n tbo axiv^. membor with the 

;«*.^ttfraliv ^oiTDioa With Cho cottplj-ng. 
AltcvnativoXy, tftft vw^r, can be provj.aet 
with tl.a resilient arm inciia int^^greaiy fox^crl «ith the 

Budi e«Bill«nt ax» aeons can co«pviBo a pni* of 

cxter«.im Blot Vbe«»»y «aid ax^a «1U bu ne.*a tc^ 
oth*r sufx-i«Uixt tor,«. U appU^a t*orat. b«t *iU 

.S>rins »P«t from e.ch other vhen «,r,h an 0^ce.*lve torg-e 

i& no longer applied- 

stop ».0«ber provided in B««h a tr*na™iS«:ion 

™«ohe^ia» uill gc^exalLY be Int^^Y formed with th« 
co«pUp« to pvoj^ct «i«cfxo». .he ^^-^ ^-'^^ ""^ 
,0 i=t093^lly £or.«i with the ho^xslx^ to project thor«fro« or 
nuxy be jxrovia^d B«|«ir»te «Tn^n«>t ad^^pteA to be 

,ecu.e^ to the heodrail of .ucb ^ d..p. ov blind asso»*iy. 

Tbe coupling forcing p*rt of « tr«.b«»ia^lon -aoh^n.s,. 
,n accordance «ith thlB invention u«o.:uUy iPc;lado. aa 
;«U1 reccBB eKt«xidiB« into the coaplio^ for vaooivi^^ t^a 
shatt of tH&- drape or blind bpaeaJbly, 

On* CTibodlwent of a tvamsmis^ion 7..echanis« Jdi 
accordance with thi. invention ..l^o comprises a woo, drive 
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no^si;^, Bucb artve q««r en^agtna t-^ arivo »e«i>or 
w^.veb, i^otatlun of t^. «ox» clrWo c.u*eB rotation of 

arivo mo,a>.r. in sucU ^ ^boai^ent, e^e t«>u«J.«g 
.rctexably c«nprle^ n bo«. port.1on adapteU to ext:e.nd 
;:nrcuqh n« opening i» hanOraU or th, or )>lin* 

portion, 

AB aJ.re«Jy ipdicat^xJ, the P«.s«.nt inv^iitlon also 

1 w<u«^ ^\ich a couplAna can be broadly 
d.£i.»d a. co-npriein.. « bod, ^aa.ptod to bo coup led- to U« 
«nft«1: of the drape or bUnd a«»e,*Xy tor c=c-vot»ao« 

maana having *«»oond surface co-pl«=«-tar'^ to th* 
^.rXacB* wit-hin a *ece«r. of » drive ««.»b« *0T»in9 part Q« 
3acl> a trana.io«ioa «eoh«niB„ a .top «c«ber on that 
l«dy and «d..pted, vtpon rotatio.1 o« t»i« oou,liT« to a 
^^odatar^lTiad rotation*! poaitlorx, enga«*» an abutment 
•„.™bor oo that if" excessive tox<i«e is then applied to tha 
^eatUont ar« contlnuad rotation of euch drive* 

„.^ar such torque cauaes the ar. »eana to tlax thereby In 
tux-n to parodt th* driv« tpe«bor to «>«ti.nu« to. rotat.. «.th 

without transmtting tha torque to the f-haft. 

snob a co«plio9 t^. ^ manajracture of drape 
„n<, blind aaBambUee incorporating ei^L^ting toraa Of 
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b.. us^cl With a txan.M«8lon «.c)u,«le>^ in ^ftXoh «.o e«I of 
tho «buft noi-».Uy reooivad In «.1al r.cc«a in the 
ctriva «o»a««: or 9.ar,o£ the transmission mochftnism. Xt 
will, be u«aerfito.KX th^t' r.^a housing c£ such an e:.i8ting 
t«n.mlBsi.,n ^^if«» »iil t«>t provided with an 
abutmcxit »6iDbex for et^^finst t»^° f-toP 
coupling. 7niB can. ho«e.«, 1- resolved by providing a 
aepi^^t- ab«C»«nt ««Tate« adapted to b« aocttred in an 
.ppropriabo poBitio. on the heodrail of tbe »a.cmbly. 

6e.neralXy. a coupling a- prov|..clea W tni. Invantlon 
wSXl bo pi:ovid*d in its body »e»ber «J.th »a aciroai.x axiaJ. 
rcc-B ^lapted to cacivo th. «nd of tba eb=f t of *«oh a 
drape or blind as^e^bly for transmitting rotntlonal 
,«v8»cnt frew the oo«plin« bo aucft a ahaft. 

W -«oth.r .«»bcdi»ont of tb« invention, tha invention 
broeKlly co«i*xleeB ei vai«tian bli.K. aa«N«bly t^^^" 
ooH4>riain, « haadraU channel m.mbav of <j«narally. tbroe 
aiaod U^B^xaped chnrmel con.tr.«rtio«, aod Ua^lMn^ ad^c 
retain^g Sor..afcio«* on tbo two fr... ad«.. t^--f , control 
rod ^.na in said haad^ail <mat»el, aod drive meanf. tor 
rctatiug aaid tUt roO macos. aaixi tiW rod T»aan« b^iog 
axially moveable, raiative to c^id drive »8ai«, a plurality 
of baaring n.a«ns each of said bcarix^g ».eana b«inq of 
intC9Tal coa piec* cooatxvxctlon. • each .aid beari^^ «enn. 
defining be.ri,vg rac«.a moana for receivino, aaid tilt rod, 

rod rotainiog maans for xetalnU^ said tilt rod in aa.d 
bearing rc^^sa moana, for»^ as a .ingl« iotegral unit, 
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and. w-anf for ««c«rincf eiexibX*. tilt control «la»ex>tf. to 
eald tut rod. and ncana for cjulding flexible alAt support 
ftlemerits, lot t*ov«M.ni: within said nftadrail. 

X„ a preferred ft«bodiJBfint of bhe bearing «ss«nt.bl/, 
the bearing coi«prlB«. an int^oraX ono piece tber»«pla»ti= 
•*rwcture having t«o «tf;»t»ndlnS "^^^ portions, and 

A iunetioD portion «.teT«Iing between CUeia. A gene«aly 
xipwardiy open U-shnped J>earing iB forwsd in on« of thft 
Kiarin^ iwllB, 6Tvi a boaring tl>rougrh-oponing 1st Cormod in 
the otlKW oi the hiring wallo. luivlng a bridge portion 
extending thereaorosa. The bridge portion is adapted to 
retaiP tbe sbaft of the drape or Wind assembly in 

* 

Ih* benring aase-bly ie eUt* praC<«:=My provided with 
Choulder.. ndapt:«d to »»».e . anap tit «itbin *he tv«, .ida 
<Klgea of the headr!.il. ^ aa t» retain the bearing .assembly 
in posifcior* , 

in Oiraer to facilitate insJ-s^rtir.n the b««ing assembly 

is further vrefsrably provided witb generally wdge «hap«d 

4+ .4a farced downwardly JjrtD the 
side a>itffte«S/ that a» it xorswa «vwj>fl 

handrail, it progre&aively spveads the wciils of the 

headrait aijart- 

in b' farther pr«ferx-ed fon» of the bearing/ openings 

are provided tnrough tho jur^tlco ^aU of the ^jearing . 
RHsembly. for passage oC the corde and tapes and the lJ.ke, 
end roUer beaxin* maans are proviaed supported adiaoent to 

auch opeping, to provide antifrtction guides f-or th* cords 
OX tapes fio ae to prolong the life of the drape or blind 
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o:.r..»bly ^.hercJ* th. bea.inc, n,ean5; co».r>rises opening )-cvens 
for «alcl neKiW.* ourt^vt bearOu, .Juppci't: 

on either ot r^ld oP«nA«J 

euppoxt^cl in Boia beartnq supiK,rt «K»«nB ft«cl aKWnains 
fx'o» side to «ide of said openUw »«ftns,, vn«.roby to «XTi<ie 
siaW fl.«tble fnipport ele««nte rro« saW beMrJog lO^aaB 
Ittrour^ri aaid openiixq ne«Uf»3. 

Tfte invention f«r«J*sr coMpriwss ouch a vonetiau b) ind 
Rf^axutoly ana further Including t> clamp meabcr 
iKter-augase^ilU* vitK ami rotat«bla tii* 
«li««r^bl' to look the same a'jainat axdal moveiOOPt rolatly* to 

said drive Hiearjs, 

*he liweneloo fortber conprisaa r-ubh a Venetian blJ.»a 

aeee^bly ind ».heroi« said wail«^ ^.f eaid U-abap«=d r.i,Rnnel of 

h<.«draiX a:ce r«eilli5V.tlS moveable icl^tivo to one 
,noth« wheroby to spread apart =«d to Clo.e, i>«»Xudinc, 
wedging sorfacee on .'^id baarilKf maniw, whereby !»aid 
bcairing Ul^^ane «ay l:c press eitt*k« do^nvardiy bat^/een saW 
valjH of aaid tJ-ab«p«d irail, sffrendiivj the same 
progreB^'lvely apart, and i^cludin? abUtTOent »aans Cor^ on 
said bearing means, for inter-engageinebt «itb aai'd 
retention »eans on aaid Sre* edgBtS of sftid «aU «e*ns. 

Othex features of the invention and the wivontagea 
preaentod the«rby u'lll bOCO»B apparent as tha dC-scripClon 

herein proeeedE. 

The vaxioUf. featUKea oK noVftltr vhich clvaracteriiC 
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t.he invsiTiUon are pointed out «ith wwb A» 
tbe claims »nne>:^t to awl torntnq a pjat of thlo 
d!L8cl':.fture. For n hettai: imdersrainSimj of «>» »/»v&ntioA, 
itn opcratinrj advDoUiges an<1 cpeclric objeota stt^ined by 
Ua us<*. referooce sJiouia bo ha<i bo the ftcccwpanyintf 
drsvioaa wid cioscriptive «atu«r in ^^itAi ther« ore 
iilxx9trat<s4 anfl tter.erlU;d prafet-red ntt»odiii.»iifcB of th« 
invention. 

yi^ra J is a fiftgaentiiry peispccti^yo iJ.lustr«tloii or 
a wnetlan blind af-aembiy Bho«in«3 oao erobodimaitt ot a 
trant^wiesion mecUftniam in aocortlaT^e with this invention in 

position tbBi-eln; 

Figare 17. ia « TiragiKOtltary ixsrap^Otive iliUBtraVion 
Of a Venetian Wind asaa-bly abo^ing a similar ex»bDdiacnt 
to Figisra \, «iid iliustarating t«o beariw; essembliee spac«a 

apact aloTKt tlio IveadrR?.!; 

Pigare 2 U aB exploded perspftctivft viev? partiAily 
cut avay «£ tb« tranHWissipn Jnapbanisro of ri«ure i; 

Kigur« i is an &XU1 seotionaJ. view Vhen taken as 
ixuUcatedl fcV «ta 5-3 o« Figure 3 wiUi tho coijpoaent 

paxtiS J.I1 tliolr assombled pof.jtionaj 

Figure 4 i» <i txansvorBe section when fcafc«tn a:;; 

Fi^UT^ is a pec^pectivo illvstration sittiUr to 
that d£ FiqaxB I but Showing aa alternativr^t embodiment of 

thfi ijiveiition; 

Figure 6r is ati axial sectional view through th» 
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by thfJ arrows 6-6 of Ch4fc figure? 

Figure y is * 1^ans«sr8<i SBotloo «h«n taKcn oS 

Analacit<Hi by the «vo>.a 7-7 ol» f^^^'^ 

ngurc » i« a eection aXong CUB lixw B"B of 

FlQiire 6; 

Figure 5 ifl ein axi*a eectlopal view fbrcugh yet 

AccordRUca wlWci this invention? 

Figure ID is «Ti Biip.Xo«Ba perbp^.^-^i^■«- 

^*>«aV{it'rDdor th<! Venetian blind 

MSS«mbly ot Pi<^wre lA; 

ri,«re u i*v a section ^^on^ the llx.. ^l-il 

M showinsl tb- in«eTt«« of « bearing a=«-bly into tU« 

Tlgure 12 ^-'^l-'i-^ perspoctiv,* illustration of 

OTiB ond of the Venetian bUn* a«Be«bly of rig^e lA. 

Rcterring first or «ll to Figurtu. 1 «n* it vrt.ll 
be not«>d that ihe iR»6t,tJ.Dn i» al,o-B the.-^, used in 
ass,ociat.ion with a vt-netian >lind .iB.«>Tr*ly «f type 
havJrg a be^ftr^lX i»dl<5ated qenBT^^V ^ J^^'^'^'^S * 
botto« wall la, a.na «ia. walJ.B 14 ana 15 in wrn ba-H™. 
their upper edges loiaed aver inwardly provide top edge 
xetainln, ««a,,s on Ups i4a and iSa reB„eOtivel?. A 

havl«« a hexagonal o«:oaB-..cetio.aX coniiguratxan oxte«ds 
.long the mteriox^ oC the he^drail to, bei,^ supported by 
bearlnqe IB. ^BiO Ipdivldual ^acoa of the .toft aro 
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h pluruXtty oii blina r^ats 20 are supported on t.;^pea 

or cords 23, in a manner )fx^(i P^-^ 

Tha cnrds or tapr.i 2;i axUe^nd up«^rdly lUirc^ucjh the 
bottOX* vnll 12 of tlie hn^ittrail 10, oiiU are wom^d «rouud a 

«<I.eevd 24 kayci to Uie abaft 16. 

in addJ.tioD, A3 in other v«M.ti«n toiinte, tnrtJin.t 
cords c are providort extonaJng ocntmlly thro^^h the sMts 
20, by neans o/: which tHu sUtB 20 may )>P caisOO or 
lowQrc<l. Tho?-e coroa C ftM tho oord-loctelng in«chanisa» c 
(rig.lA) aB»©ciat«J tberowith are Jcncnrti per &c, aiid 
detailed .illuatratioAS are omitted for th* wke «^ clarity. 

AS Ul«!«tr9tea in »l«ure i, the bearing 18 vili be 
seoa to dompriae lixat and eecorKJ bearixig portions iSa and 
ifib, of integral o)^e pieco con8tn>cfcion. typioally being 
eDr».ed Qt moulded ther«o-plaetiO material. Beariijc, portion 
ISB is 1on««d vith A generally upi^axdly open a-BhEip«d 
recess 19a, arid bonrlng pottloa 18tt la fortRed «ith a 
baaxintr in torn Qt tbrottsh-opariin* 19b, bearing 
portlOD *Rb liaviuo a byidg* portion lao extendiw! 
thereover, thereby to prevent th. escape of the rod 16 
tlierefom« 

■ 

Iho beaxihg IS Is retained in position. witJiln Uie 
beadraJl 15, by ™eana of sljo«lders 18d, engnglng tha top 
edg« Ilpa V4a awi °* t*"* heodrail. 

e-xpiRined aboVe (and illustrated in Flg.lA thero 
will (nsoallY) b« more than on* be-arln? 18 . Tba bcarin«j» 
Bl*o proviete for the P«isftSa of °"=''^^^ '"^ 
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£8 oMitteO tat tli« ftaJte of clatit/. 

netailcd iliv...tratio«« a preferred form of bnaxin? 

It wiH. ot cour&e, bo appreolated that aa In b11 
Venetian bliiiflf., tKO p^lrs of th« oor-Ifl 22 <Flg.li> are 
ijrovielfta at upafi** IfttArvta* aloi>« t*i« heaOrail 10. for 
SMppoJTtlng tho sUtB 20 at tw> apBoe<X-aj>arb poattiouc 
iiowever, only oue *ueh paiir «t cora.^ 22 is shown <l» Pig-D 

10 for fctio naJco of ciaclty. 

Eha tranfinOssiott aeichanlSTD in accovdance with the 
invetriiion is ixidlcated yeoei-allY aa 26. 'fx«ns»tsBior. 
„BOhaT.lam 25 i» provictdiS to control th« angle of tilt of 
th» slafca 20, «he an'/J^e' ti"-^* coatrolled oif ofljiistc*, 
by simply rotating th« shaft 16 «J.t*«r cloolwiiJ* or 

anti-ctookwiso. 

The trancmieaion »fichant8» lo ahwn In more ddbaiX 
in Figures 3, 3, and 4. It vill.be seen to oon>i:lse a 
■ ho«ing 28, houaing 9 dT:ivc menbar cn: gear 30, dwS a won* 

WorTi drive gear 32 in tutu, woaalicd on a 6^Qft 
34, «^icto XB fDXmoa at its *r^rt end wito a WAiXd DDXxftOCtioa 
36. Tbe vuind is omUted frOTU the dlfwin^ tn<> PE)ke of 
cliir^ ty. 

svrive gear 30 ia formed with a plureiXity of exterjjot 
teeth 38 B^daptod to Jje by tUc i*orni clrivB g.::ar 33. 

An Interior xeceas 4t> is formed ftr. a ttirou^sh-b^^re 
through drive geEir 30 along its centxal ,ixi3 and arrive 
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surfaces 42 are formed inside rw:oss 40 of ragular shape 
along the length of the ttiEou^h-bota ar recess 40 for 
reaeons yet to bo described • 

In order to couple the drive gear 30 to the shaft 16, 
a torque-limiting coupling generally indicated at 4<l Ib 
provided- coupling 44 comprisos a generally cylindrical 
body portion 46 having an interior axial recess 4fi, Drive 
surfaces SO are formed witblh recess 46 for receiving an 
end of the shaft 16, the surfaces 17 of the shaft 1.6 being 
10 complementary to the drive surfaces BO whereby the shaft X6 
may be driving ly received in the recess - 

Coupling 44 further coKprises a generally U-shaped 
end laeiober generally indicated at S>1 and including a pair 
of arsne 52. The arms S2 are separated by a slat 54. They 
are preferably formed of thennopiuatic material and are, to 
some degree, resilient such that they ^ay be flexed toward 
each other and will, when released, spring apart from one 
another « 

Arms 5 2 arc connected to tbe body portion 46 through' 
20 a reduced diaraeter neck portion 56. Arms 52 define a 
plurality of delve surfaces 58. surfaces 5S are 
complementary to surfaces 42 in the recess 4Ci of drive gear 

30 

Rotation of gear 30 will thus be transmitted through 
the drive surfaces 42, and 58 to the coupling 44 and 
through drive surfaces 4a, and 51 to the shaft 16, 

rt its necessary that means shall be provided to limit 
rotation of tlie tilt shaft 1* in both directions, in turn 
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rcrtxict th« XUtiiig of tne .l»t3 20 in both alxennlons. 

are for»ed .acb ..id« of th« housing 2* *«a a stop iu<«ber 
or fJKoga <i 3^ fotiaed oo Ki^ cyUndriea.x body 46 oC the 
coupling 44, • m «,»e vay. rotation of the coupling ..ill 
Ij^tod W contact o£ the cr.op fl«,^a 62 «ith «t.e of the 
ftWutaeoft n^^rs 6o xt;««:di«fie of the dir<=ctioo of 

TWO abut«ieut »<;TOt>erS r,o are i>rovid«<S, o«» on aaci» 
3iao of th^ housing 38 to v^iX tb^. housing 28 t:o be ui:^.d 
«C either end of the headrall. »0. 

Referring a«aiit to Fi^e It vill be noted that 
the no«Bi«9 1« tor«od i^ith a da.««ardly ^..pendent boc- 
or 1^ 64 «l»ich extends througl. aligned openlnge in the 
bottou. vail 17 end the «out ei*« «all lA of the ^^adxall 
10. A reces. « is Provided in the housing 26 to roceiv. 
top e^e lip we o.t the r,We waU. 

The ho^lSing 28 ie dl*o fonw-^ vitb en OUtvnrd 
pKoiectl«.n 66 Wbid,, When the ho^f^lnc, 28 le in position iB 
. the hea«ai2 10. ia received under the top ed^O lip 15* 
viil readily bo understood by reference to rtgticc i. A 
resUient tongue 70 also integr.^Uy for«ed «lth the housing 
28 preeee^ against the l>ottoin waU 12 to aosure a *nug 
non-rot.tablO fit Of tbe tTane»issi.on »,eOmnif»m 2« in tb« 

in normal operation, the wand (not el««n> rotates the 
Shalt 34 Which, to turn, througrh the cx>.xplin9 «" '^^t^tr.e 
the «haf t 16, until the do^raa angl^ of tilt for the olats 
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20 has )>K^ acb loved. Owcl"! tb.^ «tcp flawtie 62 naa 
contacted atx abuU^cat Jw^nftOTf 00. >»o further roftation or. the 
shaft J.6 can %a)te place. However , lu the cVO«t thht 
e>toe*«iv« Wue 1» ^W^^^ ^ flrive <,*ar 30. aeter th* 
stop Clan<;.5 «2- has contacted the Rl)ut»ant roe«bar CO, by, 
for •xewle, someone o^wtinuing to rotote the wanii, ok )>y 
sow* otbair mtaua«, Cften the «Ba 52 wtll Eiex fwaM eacH 
other . alaorigagin? th« driven earfao?* 38 Ol th» arMR a2 
froB el« drive enrfaccft 4i cf the 30. The gear 10 

will thus rotate, While «i« oouplirx? «« wiU remalw 
stationary. 

It vlll Chus b* noted that a siaple -yet highly 
CttectiVO farm OC torquo-limitlnq coupling devlca or 
txaDBiiiBSloTi mechaBism, Is prnvl<i«d, and that a simple 
8tral9lxt-fof»at:d ooupl5r.g i« provided in a uannor wbieSh 
niaKo* it eoonomical to iwmUSactura and asacanbla. 

ftaforenca vill next be tofla to l-i^rea 3. 6 and 7 oC 
tht> aocomMWinB drawing* in whicb tnexc 1* indicated 
yonerally at 73 «i traneiftlssion sisohaniem Inolndlxvj a 
hrjuning 74 tor drlvlns o ahstt 7« of. a blind ass^iuMy 

■ 

generally iiidicated at 7«. 

TJie blind aasewbly i» almost IdenUcal to tho 
W.ind a5i>ejnbly 10 Vifixdinbetorci rtescribc<W but aiffors 
WlP.refroin In that the shaft 76 is generalSy cylindrical, 
shairt 76 has a iongltattlifi«a.ly extouditig rj^mi-cyiiudxioaX 
i-9O0e3 or notcn ao (rigur« 7) vrtiicli vcUd normally epcpMyc a 
correBpoisdlpgly' shaped is^^t-cyiittdrieal Kfl^y 62 formed in ati 
axil^X recfsa B4 of i\ drive? gear 8<; cx>rx-^pcndijig to thr5 
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dtlve geur 30 of the mecliartioa ftlr<ac^/ desciibed. 

-ro petttiit the xv>ci of « torqu* limiting r^pling 
5iln.il« to tho owling 44 already de^wibed iu this 
^odificfl fomi or blind ae;.'«i»bly, tho tiwmistticn mcc4iania» 
BtiU^^si a w(dlf ierl tor<(ur.-5.UiCincr coupiltK, e& and an 

oa«ptor 90, • 

/(ddltionslly, a separate abiitm^t «.awber 92 (P^g^xe 

5) is provi<ted' for reason to b* described bftlow. Such « 
abttt«««t »««>«r iB adapted be s«nir«l in axiy convenient 
10 l«W»er to the aide M IS of tho Keadrail 10. 

Uie coupling B3 is provided, «t one ortil, •'itl* a 
«yilndriciYl rsceee 94 tevina a ««ai-cyXlndri<f*1 Xay 

»6 ior engagcawTTfc with the notch 80 In-ti,^ shaft 76, Xt 
will nuv be. understood that the rcceea 94 tlio ^^ma 
trawverae «*»etional. configuration an6 Jcey anfl diiiwisionai 
as the recess fi4 in the driva gear »6. 

TKe coupling 88 compriseB, at ite opi>OS.ita OlKl, on 
axial «ctoo3i«i si6 having arms ^.riAing an he>iagonal 
■ orosa- aectlpn^il conCigiiratiow oorMspondlfl? to tnat of the 
2tt coupling 44. Coapli«« 8B al«o Jva" a *top »e»bci; foraed 
thereon. 

The adaptor 90 cowpriaeO , at otJO end, ail axial 
a^teneioD WO haviw a traP«ve«e s^eotional ooof igoxation 
„rd notoa J.Bi identical in ahapa to u>at ot the «haft 7« 
(Figiire 7). •OiLs cxtenaion loo received in the axial 
reccsa 84 of the drive gear 86 so «iat rotation of that 
drive gear 66 HtU oattse rotation of the aaapt.« 30. 

At ite opposite eftd. the adaptor 90 la forned vith an 
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axial r«ce«a lO^ having « hcxa-johal. trnnr^verse «oc*Jonal 
ooaeiffuratlon iO«>»ticaJ. in .Mpe to that of th^ r«c«;s «0 
provided in Ui« ariw. <(oar 50 of the ,i«ch«Pla- -^ixeady 
a^xsciheel vfitti foter^ncft to Figure- l to » 

i„ the reu.-«>«a.lO?. tar c*n)oii>t rotafci«« of the coupling aa . 
P.nd Che aOaptoT «0 .mtil S«ch tlm *a tftc etop member 97 
«ngag»»*: the al-xt»«nt ™einb..r 92. Mter ouch engage»ant, U 
xotnuton .1 the arive 86 1« continued, the ar™s 99 of 

10 the coi^lit-g 8a will fl«x to^'^rd each otlver so permitting 
the Adaptor 9a to eo«tinu« to rotate «r.iU th« coupling a8 
and ttto ahalt 7« x«aaln stationary. 

It will now he iinclerbtooa tha* the us»e of the 

, - J -^Anfrnr «o oerjiiitB tha uao Of the Inventloii 

coupling 88 and adaptor so peiMAi-«» 

in a blinft B=so».Wy in vhi.* the c«i<lgi»r-Atlon of the sliaCt 
• 76 aivl the axial recoes 84 in the drive gear 06 ar* 

diiierent txo» tl^o ooof Igor^tione of tUe recede « and th«» 
u-ahaped end m«»ber 31 the 0Qupliii9 

It -ill alBo b« understood th«t the coapll.ng-88 and 
20 adoptor flO wiU not be recpiired if the shaft 76 J.b 
identical to the shaft 16 having a Vtexa*(onal 
croea-^ootinnnl configuration and is uaed «ith ah existing 
liou^in, aM a d>.-lve gear with a corr^spoadingly cohf tgur^d 
a,JLal r^oeee. xn euch a Bituation, it xill *i«ply »>« 
necesaary to attacl. amt««it member 9Z at «n appropriato 

poisitiow on the side wall IS. 

Finally, referonce will be made tu Figure 9 of thft 
*ccon««nylng drawinqa in vhi«h there I* ehown generally at 
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Jin4 part o± y^t unol^hex ojh»naiJursrt 

X06 1« p.bo*n bsxn« »sea I'or driving « »»h.Et 76 l«*ntical 

pro into«rally formed «J.«. a .ivxve ffc^r IW l-ving teeth 
110. the »™ ~an» l^'-ntical to tt.at alrwdy 

aoscribBd with ^*^«rene^ to Klcn.res 1 to 4, tbe componBnt 
parua will iiot l>c SBpar«ifc.ay IdontiCicd. 
10 u^io «<icbanl«i» 104 also oowovisos * ooupU^r geoereaj.y 

i„aicati«i »t U2 including, s-t oiie «Ki, an cfsentiaUy 
oylindcicol ftxiol recess i)A is providod with a 
.e»i-cryl.lxxiric*l Jc.y ii6 and is adapted to r^i^ ^ 
Ot the shaft 76 Cor co-voWVton tho.re«itli (aa dosoribod. in 
t3xc. embOdil^eat of. ».^igoreB 5 - n. AC ita opposite end, tbe 

hO«qone.l txanr.'^^rBe J^octiooftl conf iqi^-ation ea alvaady 
di»{wcribdd in connection »itii Plc/a 1-4. 

A stop BOMtoer i? iiitaoirany rorm«a with the 
20 co^xvling 112 and proje.n.« i^idiaUy outwardly theteCro™. 

Xt 1& Believed that the iMinner of operation of the 
transaleeion ^echaniism 104 shovn iD (ficjure a Will easily 
undetSrt;ocd by cc>mp»rleon ^itit that Of the precedlug figures 
ATid Uiat. therfitore, no further deecrtptiun need be 

provided herein. 

It vin of course approolated tJiat ^/liile tbe 

enibodiment of Figure. 9 is iUustrated in aBapoi=.tioti with a 

Ci'llndrical HhaXt 76, and iiciroular rocese 1X4 haviug n rib 
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thl!* U >,y vny merely «oi«.le. Tl>Jfl e»*<.^ii».mc of 

a h«x.»gonol or other cro«« B^tJ^n, ana rP-ce^- 1." 
would thon of oourae be modif J-isd t* sn'it- 

A prcCerred I'or* of bearing uB^l}f W viU n<M. be 
describe! i« i«ova aot»il in connection wJ.th Figura 10. 

the beaviocj ar.a««biy i8 i« irtWflr«i one. 
thermoplastic construction. t«a vaila IflA ISA ara 

Joined toy a -jx^wstion vail 130 havinq side chhtirel valla 133 
oD either Bid« therefore for greater etrertgth. 

m the ambgdlment of Flc^ 10 the 0-shap«0 recess 
in «au le,. iB preferably pr«via«i w.lth i«turnad ata»tms«t 
po^tione 1'.4 on olther side, «0 ee to encloS.. ellghtly »ore 

than a \a6 deg^ 

The tl»r«a«h-openio3 i^v ««ll l«b 1» "^^^ * 

bridge formation already described extcndlnS c-c^n^leWly 
tboreDcarcB and thorehy provJAi^j a entirely enoloeed 
through-opening for retention of the d>a£t therein- 

m order to provide for pas3ftc,e of .the oor^e and 
t»pcr. and tha like, oponi^x^s 13« and l^fi .re forced in • 
• K.11S loa and 18b. . In urdex for dovn«a.d gi^ldanc* ot 
corda or tapee extending- clo«.yardiy= from the bearing 
asaeinbly 1», a downwardly open Blot.i40 I* forced in 
junction portion 130. - Mjacenb filot 140.. a roller b^arxng 
142 is 5upi.orteA in end channel support 14*, located op 

re^pcctivo side vails laa. 

The sleeve indica.tea as 24 in PlguTes 1 and lA 
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bocty 148 £ox»ea of theiuoplaBtS* aatorlal. »ody 148 xiS 
fot«c4 Kith B .through-bore bavin? fo.Mations »aapt«cl ta 
conCor» to the r,A«pa o£ the p«rti«^«lar drive chaft 16 in 
the particular ed:*pe or blind asBe»hly. 

f rum eitliOr and Ot the wetalliO aioovE a 
aleevo 148 ttms -pro^ridafi ^xiahings for retention in tixa 
baarinq «all« IBA and 18B. and thoa. provide, for im 
oxtenci^cl '.orRiJ-g Xito of tha dr»pc ox l>J.>.««i «^',e»bly, 

in order t« pravont eodwiae »ovan.eftt of the ahoft 1«. 
ra;.«'civo to tho he»dr.il, a «top sleeve 150 la provided. 
Sleeve 150 ia fortnad thenwplastic material. :te this* 
e-bod«»c*b It has ^ ganerally- partially cylindrical • 
.xt^rior, ««d io f.^ "ith a>d*l alot r.hapad ^o«» 

«a*pted to conxorm to tha abape of the E^hatt 16. It is 
»l..,d nnd a^ptod to a tight friction rit oft th. sfiaCt 

* 

16. . 

opce in position oa sho«i. in yi9Vtr<. lA, the ^icevo 
ISA will effectively pravanf. a:dai mov^»ant of the ahatt 
„lativ« to tbo toiv* aa.e«bly 26. Thia vill ..m:ure that 
tne ahe^t does not inaOvartaittly bacoioe di««ugacrcd from tha 
drive J-.s.samf.ly 28, or iro« the conpliiJg 

The foregoing i* a de=soription of a prefened 
e^bodi»««lt of tbe i«V.Ptlaa vhich U c,ivaft ^ere by of 
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The emboc^iments of the invention In whidi 3n exclusive property or privLlegs j« claimed 

are defir^ed as iollowd: 

1 . A drape or blind assembly comprising: 

a headrail havir^ drapes or Wind sfals suspended therefrom; 

a shaft disposed in said headrail on rotation of wWch the positions of the drapes 
or blind slats may be.adjusted saW shaft having a predetermined cross-secttonel shape 
defining driven formations; 

a transmission mechanism which in turn corrpriseB; 

drive means disposed rn said headrail; 

e coupling coupled to said drive means for (ransmiftina rotational movement of 
said drive means to said shaft; 

a drive recess defined by said coupling having drive formations complemertary 

to said shafl, tor recefving said shaf^, 
a stop member on said coupling; 

an abutment member adapted to engage said stop member on rotation of said 
coupling to a predetermined rotational position thereby then to prevent further rotatkwi 
of saidcoupiing beyond said predetermined position; 

a recess in said drive means defining e through-bore of regular cross-section 
and having internal first drive surfaces of predetermined cross-sectionaJ shape and, 

a resilient arm means on said coupling slidabie into an out of said through-bore 
and adapted to be recaved therein and having second drive surges complementary' 
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to said first drivo surfaces anil being resiliently biased lo angage $aitf first drive 
surfaoos Id transinii rotational movement therel>elvveert for rotation of said shaft and 
whereby, upon rotation of said coupling to said predetermined rotational position and 
engagement of said stop member with wid al>utment mambBr furtlrar rotation of said 
coupling-and said shaft Es halted, and, If exca$6lve torque is then applied by continued 
rtjtation of said cfrive means, said re«Jient arm means will flex against said biasing 
thereby in turn psrmiWing said drive means to continue to rotate. 



Z A drape or blind assembly as claimed in Claim 1 and in which said resilient arm 
means comprises e pair of mutually spaced apart arms extending from one end of said 
coupling in an axial direction , into said recess in said drive means. 

3. A drape or blind assembly as claimed in Claim 2 and in v^ich said stop member 
is integrally formed with said coupling to project therefrom. 



4. A drape or blirid assembly as claimed In Claim 3 wherein said transmission 
mechanism Includes s housing and tn which said abutment member is integrsUy formed 
with said housing to project iherefrom 



5. A drape or blind assembly as claimed in Claim 3 and in which said abutment 
member is a separate component adapted lo be secured to ^he headrail of such a 
drape or blind assen^y. 
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6. A drape or blind assembly as datmed In Claim 3 and wherein said drive msans 
comprises a worm drive gear carried by a worm drive shaft rotatably supported in a 
drive housing, said vwarm drivo gear engaging a driven gear coupled lo said coupling 
whereby rotallon of said worm drive gear causes rotelion of said coupling. 



7. A drape, or blind assembly as claimed in daim 6, in which said housing 
comprfses a boss portion adapted to extend through an opening in said headrail and in 
whfch said vwrm drive shaft extends through said boss portion and is adapted to be 
coupled la a drive wand. 

B. A drape or blind assembly as claimed in claim 1 and v(rhicb additionaffy 
comprises an adaptor coupled to said drivs moans tor co-rotation and therewith defines 
an adrcjlar recess defined (n said adaptor complementary to said resilient arm means, 
and an acircu5er axial extension of saW adaptor being received in said recess in said 
drive means. 



a A drape or blind assembly as claimed in Claim 8 and in which said recess in said 
drive means has a differenl configuration than said ecircular recess in said adaptor . 



10. A drape or blind assembly comprising: 



* 
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a headrall having drapes or blind slate suspendad char^from; 

a 3\xa!l{ dispcsad in said headrail dr rotation of which the positions of the drapas 
or blind sKals may be adjusted said shaft having a predeterminad cross-sectional shape 
defining driven formations: 

a transmission mechanism wtiich in (um comprises: 

a drive means disposed in said haadraili 

3 coupling defining two ends and coupled to said dri\'e means for transmitflng 
rotational movement of said drive means (o said shaft; 

a driven recess at one end of said coupling, said driven recess def ining driven 

surface formations therein; 

a drrve means af said other end of said coupimQ havfng drive formations 
complemeniary to said shape of said shaft, tor reoeKfing said shaff; 

a stop member on said coupling; 

an abutment member adapted io engage said stop member on rotation of said 
coupling to a prBdetermined rofatfonal posftion thereby then to prevent further rotation 
of said coupling; 

resilient arm means oxtondlng from said drive means defining drive surfaces of 
predetermined cross-sectional shape and being slidabla irtto and out of saiddrK'en 
recess of said coupling and adapted to be received tJierein and being resifientiy biased 
to engage said driven surface furmations to transmit rolalional movement thorobotwoon 

for rotation of said shaft and whei eby upon rotation of said coupling to said 
predetermftied rotational position and ongagoment of said stop mambor with said 
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abutment member ftirther rotation of said coupnng and said ^aft is halted, and, if 
©xo9S8fv9 tgrqu© is then applied by continued rotation of &aid drive means, said 
resiiient arm meafra wili flex against said biasing Ihereby in turn permitting said drive 
means to continufl to rotate. 

11. A drape or bifnd assembly as claimed in Claim 1 and including 

Integral t>earing means received in said headrail and spaced trom said transmlssfon 
means, said bearing means in turn comprising; 
firsland second bearing walls^ 
a generallir upwardly open U-shiapad recass in said first bearing wall; 
a tlirough-opsning through said second bearing wall, and, 
bridge means extending over said opening in said second hearing v^all, whereby 
said shaft may lie In said U-stiaped recess in said first bearing wall, and may extend through 
said openmg in said second bearing waK and be retained therein by said bridge means. 

12. A blind or drape assembly as Claimed in claim 11,andwherein saldheadraB 
defines a generally upwardfy open U-shaped channel shape in section, snd including Op 
means on opposed edges of said channel and wherein said bearing means \s retained In 
position therein by inler-engageiTient with said lip means. 

IS. A drape or bJind assomWy as claimed In Claim 12 including shoulder means 
formed on said first and second beanng waDs. said shoulder nieans being inter-engaged 

02HAIKL&.(;«1] 
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with said lip means for retdotion of eald bearing means in said headralL 

14. Adr9p9 or k^lind essombiy as claimed in Claim 13, and wherein said geaeraily 
upwardly operi U-shaped recess In said first bearing svall is formed with abutment meaiis, 
enclosing more than 180 degrees of arc and rndudlng bushfng sleeve means on said shaft, 
said bushing sleeve means definfng a predetermined cylindrical shape and predatenmlned 
diameter adapted to make a snap lit wiOiffi safd abutment means of said up^vardiy open U- 
shaped recess, and to make a good rotational fit in said through opaning in said second 
baaring wall 

15. A drer^e or blind assembly as claimed In Cfafm 14. and further Including a junction 
v;all extending boty/aen said first and second beaivng walls, side edge v/aii8 along either 
side of said junction iivati, and downwardly open opening means in said junction wall for 
passage of blind control means therelivrocrgh. 

16. A drape or blind essembly as claimed In Claim 15 and further Including anti-lrlc&on 

guide means mounted be^veeA said side walls adjacent to said downwardly open opening 
mear)8, for guiding said blind control means therefhrough. 

17. A drope or bBnd assembly as claimed In Clann 16 wherein said anti-friction means 
comprises ai loa&t ono roHer member extendl/ig from sida wall 1o the otifior, and iacKcding a 
roller reten^ means for rotaCably supporting said roller means. 
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18. A drape orblfnd ddsembly as daimed in Claim 12 wherein said firsl and second 
bearing walls define wall edges on opposite sides tliereof, and v/herein said waD edges are 
formed in a fieneraUy tapered manner, vi^ereby lo provide a wedging fit in said headrsQ, 
v/liereby when said bearing easembly is pre««6d downwardly Into said headrall, said side 
edges of said first and aecood bearing walls prQgrassivaly v/edga said side walla of said 
haad rail further apart from one another. 

1 0. A drape or blind assembly as claimed m Claim 1 a including ^nouider means 
formed on said sfde edges of said first and second bearing waKs adapted to inter-engage 
with said lip means on opposed edges of said channel, and to lock Ihe same in posi(ron. 

20. A drape or blind assembly claimed as in c!aim 1 including: 

an adaptor coupled to said drive means for co-rofalion liwrevtith and defines an 

aclrcular recess conipiementaiy to said reBiilert arm means^ and, 

an acifcular a>g^ oxtsnston of said adaptor being received In said recess in said 

drive means. 

2t. A drape or blind assenibty as claimed In claim 1 and in which said recess In said 
drive means has a different configuratlca than said axjai recess in said adaptor. 
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;» drap« ur blind *es«i.b).y having a hB«drail in v^oh 
there As fUepottod a »h«j:t, ob rotation of which the 
S>o«itiort of tl,« drapes ov bl^iri --.late is ^u.a a 

transKlcnion ».:.T.twiiisi.i which a lirive gear and a. 

oDuplAng. adaptod to b« coupled to Buch a ehaft £io that • 
rotation o£ the drive geax nox«alW ca^cea rotation of the 
sha^t. If, .howevur, t)x6 drj.^'e gear In rotated past a 
pi«dotowiin^ti! rotatlonaJ position, a Btop meiober gc=««aUy 
provided on tbc coupling ena&gCB an ahutraanC Hiembcl- to 
prev^itit tfurttior rot*.Clon of tte Bhaft. 'Jo prnvant d«naS^ 
to tha necbaxiitm iti rtuoh a tflC«*tiot), the »«obanis¥». 
Uioluda* a >:ec<M:« dofi«*a by flr^t drive siirf«oe« and a 
,;e8ilic-.nt arB maane liavAug .eoii>pi.o»ei>tary eersond di^ivo 
surfacBS. a» oontipaed rotation of tho drive '(jear af fc.:r 
tha stop Jnambor hu* engaged tha abutment re*»bar, the 
rosiUent arw neans. t!le«fl to pex»lt ralaCive rotation of 
ttifl first and second driva surtaces. Bearings aro. provided 
in tho hoadrail for rotfttably sixpporting the shaft, and 
retaininr/ it in position* 



/ - • 



V * 
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